Please join me in thanking Civic
Association board members Mark
Stranberg, for his two years of effort
to have the Air Force flyover at the
July 4th parade; and Lisa Vasiloff, for
her tireless efforts in planning and
coordinating the parade. Also, thank
you to residents Brenda Nailor, for
fastening the pins on 1,000 ribbons;
Patty Daley, for buying six American
flags and hanging them over the
graffiti at the Cotuit School; Jared
McMurray, of J. McMurray, Inc., for
donating his time and equipment to
mow the grass around the Cotuit
School; and Pat Lentell, for finding
Jared. As the saying goes, it takes a
village, and these volunteers
stepped up.

Mark your calendars for Tuesday,
August 20, 7 p.m., at Freedom Hall.
The Cotuit-Santuit Civic Association
will hold its brief annual meeting.

Following the meeting, citizens and
the non-profit Cotuit Community
Center, Inc. will present an update
on the Cotuit School and gather
public input.

Please come hear the current status
and participate in a workshop to
identify possible uses of a renovated
building (or portion of the building),
as well as potential uses for the
grounds in the event of demolition.
This input will help to inform the
discussions going forward. Please
take advantage of this opportunity
to be heard, and attend the meeting.

Carol Zais, President
csca@cotuitcivicassociation.org
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TOWN COUNCIL NEWS

Office hours for Town Councilor
Seth Burdick were unavailable at
press time, but you can reach him at
seth.burdick@town.barnstable.ma.us
or 774-228-0308.
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Cotuit Fire District

The Cotuit Fire Department’s Fire Station project continues to move forward. The Board of Fire
Commissioners will be issuing requests for qualifications for an engineering company and owner
project manager to start the project’s next phase. All are welcome to stop by the fire station
with any questions about the project or to review the conceptual designs. In other news, the
Department has received a new large-diameter fire hose to replace the outdated hose. The
Massachusetts Firefighter Safety Equipment Grant funded this equipment through the Depart-
ment of Fire Services.

The summer season brings the hottest temperatures, the most people in Cotuit, and the greatest
demand for water, a “perfect storm” for our fragile aquifer. The Cotuit Water Department
reminds our residents to be mindful about water use, especially for lawn irrigation, through the
end of September, in order to reduce the pressure on our five water well pumps. All the water
we drink is from under our feet.

The Prudential Committee has formed the Cotuit School Ad Hoc Committee to perform the
actions as outlined in Article 2 from the May 4th Special District Meeting, with end date of
August 15th. The committee members are Mark Lynch, Patty Daley, John Havel, Pat Lentell,
Jamie Jackson, Stephen Connor, and Carol Zais.

The first meeting was held on July 1, and the meetings will continue on every subsequent
Monday until August 12. All meetings are open to the public and posted on the Cotuit Fire
District website under Prudential Committee Meetings. There is open comment at the beginning
and end of each meeting.

Historical Society of Santuit & Cotuit

The Historical Book Club meets at Cotuit Library on Thursday August 1, 6 p.m., to discuss Fever
in the Heartland: The Ku Klux Klan’s Plot to Take Over America, and the Woman Who Stopped
Them, by Timothy Egan.

On Thursday, August 15, 7 p.m. at Cotuit Library, Cotuit Chronicles presents journalist and biog-
rapher Patricia Meisol, author of A Heart Afire, a biography of children’s heart doctor and global
patient activist, Helen Brooke Taussig. Admission is free; donations are appreciated.

History Uncorked, Thursday, August 22, 6 p.m. at the Dottridge Homestead. During this casual
evening of friendship and community, the HSSC Curator highlights an intriguing historical object
from the Dottridge Homestead or Cotuit Museum. Admission is free, and there’s wine!

The Dottridge Homestead, Cotuit Museum, Rothwell Ice House, and Gift Shop are open Friday
through Sunday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. The gift shop is fully stocked!

Cotuit Kettleers

The turnout at Lowell Park has been spectacular this season, and we hope to see you at the
playoffs, which start Tuesday, August 6! Parking at the old Cotuit elementary school area has
been a success, and will continue. The Cotuit Athletic Association truly appreciates your support.
We are always looking for volunteers to join our hard-working organization, so if you’d like to
help prepare for the 2025 season and beyond, please visit cotuitkettleers.org for more infor-
mation, or flag down anyone working at Lowell Park. Visit kettleersstore.org to check out new
gear and purchase a personalized paver for our Walk of Champions.

Cotuit Bird & Garden Club

On Wednesday, August 14, the CBGC will visit the Waquoit Bay National Estuarine Research
Reserve in Falmouth, the most diverse estuarine fish community in the state. A Ranger will be
taking us out wading in shallow waters to observe; participants are required to wear water shoes
or boots. After this adventure, we’ll lunch at the Flying Bridge. Meet at Lowell Park at 9:30 a.m.
to carpool. If you would like to come and wade with us, please call Joanne Miller, 508-524-1817.
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Cotuit Federated Church

Cape Harmony is at CFC on Tuesdays,
August 6 and 13, at 7:30 p.m. $12 adults/
$10 children.

CFC hosts the 53rd annual CraftFest Cotuit
on Saturday, August 17 and Sunday, August
18, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. both days. Park free at
the Cotuit Elementary School and at Lowell
Park and ride the free shuttle to and from.
You'll find more than 100 artisans and
crafters, as well as food (including lobster
rolls!), live music, and children’s activities.
Be sure to see and bid on the “Mermaids of
Cotuit,” back again this year. The 49 mermaids,
designed by local artists, will be auctioned
off on Sunday. For more information, visit
craftfestcotuit.com.

KEEP OUR SIDEWALKS CLEAR
Don’t forget there is NO PARKING on
Cotuit sidewalks at any time, especially
along Main Street. No, not even dur-
ing Kettleers games and the upcoming
Craftfest Cotuit.

St. Michael Orthodox Church

Saturday Vespers, 7 p.m.

Sunday Orthros, 8:30 a.m.

Sunday Liturgy, 9:30 a.m., immediately
followed by potluck coffee hour—bring
a dish to share!

We offer many opportunities to pray and
serve together through our Women'’s,
Men’s, and Youth Groups, Homeschool
Support, and Outreach programs to assist
local charities on Cape Cod and beyond.

Visit stmichaelcapecod.org/schedule for a
full schedule of activities.

Cotuit Nursery School

Cotuit Nursery School is accepting registra-
tions for the 2024-2025 school year. We
offer a half-day program Monday through
Thursday for students aged 2.9 to 5 years.
Two-, three-, and four-day options are
available. Call (508) 428-1470 or email
cotuitnurseryschool@yahoo.com for more
information or to schedule a tour.

Cotuit Library

Stargazing at Lowell Park with Chris Dumas,
Thursday, August 1, 8:30-9:30 p.m., after
the ball game. Bring a blanket (and bug
spray); telescopes provided.

Talk and book signing by Kemper Donovan,
author of The Busy Body, Friday, August 2,
2-3 p.m. Register at cotuitlibrary.org/events.

A Spectator’s Guide to the Cotuit Skiff and
CMYC, presented by current and former
commodores of the Cotuit Mosquito Yacht
Club, Thursday, August 8, 4-5:30 p.m.

Massachusetts Alternative Septic System
Test Center offers a show-and-tell on inno-
vative and alternative wastewater systems,
Friday, August 9, 2-3 p.m. Register at
cotuitlibrary.org/events.

Sounds of Summer Concert at Lowell Park,
Wednesday, August 14, 4:30-6 p.m. Tickets
at cotuitlibrary.org.

Tanzania Volunteer and Safari Presentation
by Meg Loughran, Friday, August 16, 2-3
p.m. Register at cotuitlibrary.org/events.

Pop-up patio series! Our poetry busker will
write a poem for you or a loved one while
you browse. Friday, August 23, 2-3:30 p.m.

Cape Cod Ballroom Dancers

Let’s dance! Cape Cod Ballroom Dancers
hosts a Casual Dance in the Cotuit Federated
Church's Community Hall on Saturday,
August 10, from 7-9:30 p.m. Singles, couples,
and beginners welcome! $15/510 members.

Cape Cod Academy

On Tuesday, August 6 at 9 a.m., families of
students in grades K-12 are invited to visit,
take a campus tour, and learn about the
academic, athletic, and arts opportunities
at CCA. Administrators and teachers will
discuss the school’s unique offerings and
personalized approach to learning, as well
as a tuition model that gives families afford-
able access to high-quality education on
Cape Cod. To set up a tour for another day,
email or call the Admissions Office at
admissions@capecodacademy.org or
508-428-5400. Visit capecodacademy.org
to learn more.

Dream Tale Puppets

Dream Tale Puppets presents Jack and the
Beanstalk at Freedom Hall on Saturday,
August 24, 4 p.m. Doors open at 3:35 p.m.
Admission is $8 at the door (cash only).

This joyous and imaginative production
transports audiences up the beanstalk us-
ing every style of puppet character, from
hand puppets and masks to marionettes.
Lively narration, beautiful design, and hilar-
ious physical comedy make this an inspiring
and memorable show for young and old.

Dream Tale Puppets is a touring ensemble
of artists living on Cape Cod and beyond. To
learn more about its shows and programs,
visit dreamtalepuppets.org.

Barnstable Land Trust

Savor the summer days of August outdoors!
Whether you’re looking for a short walk or
a long hike, BLT has a trail map for you:
Barnstable Trail Guide (also available in
Portuguese) highlights 34 locations spanning
95 miles in the Town of Barnstable, Cape
Cod Pathways showcases trails that connect
Sandwich and Yarmouth and is perfect for
off-the-beaten-path explorers, and Eagle
Pond and Little River Sanctuary Guide is
sure to deliver for Cotuit folk who love local
lore as well as flora and fauna facts. Explore
the maps at blt.org/get-outside or pick them
up at the Cotuit Library.

Cotuit Center for the Arts

Ever wonder what lurks in the Theater
basement? Or what that fountain is outside
the Main Building? Love to hear the history
of the Center? Never been on campus at
all? We have the tour for you!

On Wednesday, August 21 and Wednesday,
September 18 —dates that happen to align
with our famous Wine & Music Wednesday
social event—tours of the campus will be
led by long-time volunteer and occasional
actor, Bill Farrell.

No RSVP needed! You can meet Bill in front
of our Main Building (with the planters and
red chain) at 4:30 p.m. Then stay for Wine
& Music, which starts at 5:30 p.m.

Cahoon Museum of American Art

No-Sew Quilt Night, Friday, August 2,
5-7 p.m. $55/$45 members

Upcycled Clothing Workshop, Wednesday,
August 7, 1-4 p.m. $55/45 members

Within the Frame Sewing Workshop with
Pat Pauly, Friday, August 9—Sunday, August
11, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. $300/$250 members

Mermaid lllustration Workshop, Wednesday,
August 14, 1-4 p.m. $55/5$45 members

Professional Photos with your Phone with
Linda Sharp, Thursday, August 15, 1-4 p.m.
$50/540 members

Mermaid Festival, Saturday, August 17,
1-3 p.m. Included with general admission

Decorative Painting Workshop: Beach
Treasure, Wednesday, August 21, 1-4 p.m.
$55/$45 members

An Afternoon with C.L. Fornari: Lecture
Luncheon, Thursday, August 22, 1-3
p.m. $75 per person

Needle Felting Workshop, Wednesday,
August 28, 1-4 p.m. $65/550 members B

Cotuit Currents is a publication of the Cotuit-Santuit Civic Association
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The Cotuit Civic Association welcomes your support
Our mission is to inform and communicate; sponsors of the July 4th Parade and Christmas in Cotuit

Email: cotuitcurrents@gmail.com

Editor: Jennifer Smith
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